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Organic farming is one of the fastest growing areas of agriculture. The introduction of genetically modified (GM) wheat
threatens to contaminate organic crops. Farmers are growing increasingly concerned about the future of organic wheat production.

Organic Farming and GM Crops

Organic farming is an $10 hillion ayear businessin the
United States. Each year, more and more farmers, drawn by
the potential to increase farm income with the premium
prices brought by organic products, are implementing ¥
organic farming programs on their land. The amount of e
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and organic crops cannot be guaranteed, so the introduction
of anew GM crop could contaminate the organic food

supply. » QOrganic wheat production has increased 55% in the last
Monsanto Co. and several other decade. - _ _
agriculture biotechnology companies * Organic wheat is grown in 24 states. _
are developing strains of genetically * One-third of one percent of all wheat produced in the
modified wheat. This wheat, if United States is organic. _
introduced into commercial markets * Each year more than 200,000 acres of organic wheat are
and the environment, will devastate the grown in the United States.
U.S. organic wheat industry. = |n 2003, organic wheat was worth between $5.00-$7.65
per bushel.
» Studies have shown that organic wheat often yields
Organic Food Standards 20% more per acre than conventional whest.
In 2002, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) * Montana and North Dakota are the leading producers of
implemented new guidlines to ensure organic food organic wheat in the United States, producing nearly 40%
standards are consistent nationwide. Products that meet of the total organic wheat crop each year.

the new requirements receive a USDA Organic Seal letting » Foods made with organic wheat are healthier than foods
consumers know that the food contains at least 95% organic ~ Made with conventional whest, since no pesticides are
products. To earn this seal, the food producer must follow used. For example, whole wheat bread, using the entire
regulations set by the USDA aswell asallowing inspections ~ Kernel, can contain more pesticides than even white

and testing done on the crop at any timeto ensurethe cropis ~ bread, which is made using only theinside of the kernel.
GM-free and was produced according to USDA standards.
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Canadian Organic Canola

In 2002, the Saskatchewan Organic Directorate (SOD) filed a
class action lawsuit against the biotech companies Monsanto and
Bayer (formerly Aventis). The claim seeks damages from the |oss of
markets due to the introduction of GM canola. SOD is a so seeking
an injunction against the commercial release of Roundup Ready
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wheat in Canada. Billings Office
~ SOD arguesthat farmers were not informed about the potential | guinge T o101 (406)252-1092 FAX
impacts to neighboring crops that were caused by GM canola billings@worc.org

WWW.worc.org

and that Monsanto and Bayer violated environmental laws by not

conducting impact assessments before releasing the seedsinto Washington, D.C. Office

110 Maryland Ave., NE, #307 (202)547-7040

commercial markets. Washington, DC 20002 (202)543-0978 FAX

Organic producers say that pollen from GM canolais blowing de@vorc.org
i ir fi i i i i Lemmon, SD Office
into their fields, contaminating their crops and their seed supply. o (701) 3767077
60% of the canola grown Lemmon, SD 57638 (701) 376-7077 FAX
in Saskatchewan is now “Because of the extensive GM ferlynn@worc.org

] i fi i i Montrose, CO Office
genetically modified. contamination of canola by genes P (970)323-6849 Montrose,
Before GM canolawas introduced into the environment CO 81401 (970)323-8840 FAX
introduced, there were by the defendants, few, if any, montrose@worc.org
more than 1,000 organic Cefstiﬁ?(d O;,ganic gr aliln gfl ozers WORC Member Groups:
i in Saskatchewan will include
farmers In SaSkatCheNan . . . DAKOTA RESOURCE COUNCIL
with organic cropland c_azola in their crop rotations and PO Box 1095 (701)483.285
totaling over one million ris cpntammat:on. —Claim ?:zgnjg?ég?ofwl (701)483-2854 FAX
acres. Today, organic filed in Saskatchewan court by the i o
' Saskatchewan Organic Directorate
canola farmers can no DAKOTA RURAL ACTION
; PO Box 549 (605)697-5204 Brookings,
|Onger guarantee that Fhe” SD 57006 (605)697-6230 FAX
crops are 100% organic action@dakotarural.org
and have lost customers willing to pay premium prices for organic wwwdraction.org
Crops IDAHO RURAL COUNCIL
i . PO Box 118 (208)352-4477

Organic wheat producersin the U.S. and Canada are concerned Bliss, ID 83314 (208)352-4645 FAX

that this same thing could also happen with organic wheat industry. irc@idzhoruralcouncil.org

www.idahoruralcouncil.org

NORTHERN PLAINS RESOURCE COUNCIL
2401 Montana Ave., #200 (406)248-1154

What You Can DO Billings, MT 59101 (406)248-2110 FAX
info@northernplains.org

www.northernplains.org

Support organic farming by buying organic foods OREGON RURAL ACTION
PO Box 1231 (541)975-241
: La Grande, OR 97850 (541)975-1844 FAX
Ask your local bakeries and markets to buy only d@oraction.org
GM-free wheat www.oraction.org
POWDER RIVER BASIN
Ask your state and local representatives to support RESOURCE COUNCIL 30716725809
. . . . Main Jt. -
pollcgs that protect organic growers from genetic Sheridan WY 82601 (307)672.5800 FAX
contamination resources@powderriverbasin.org
www.powderriverbasin.org
Visit WORC'’s website, www.worc.org, to stay informed WESTERN COLORADO cog%?;sgsmo
. O, X -
on food safety and GM issues Grand Junction, CO 81501 (970)243-5984 FAX

info@wccongress.org
www.wccongress.org
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