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Mrs. Charter’s book is a moving portrait, told through the eyes of
a Montana rancher’s wife, of a life and time now all but lost to us.
But it’s also the story of a present-day struggle to preserve and
protect what does remain of that life. Her book shows us that
individuals willing to work hard, and believe, can prevail. —
Robert Redford

While the plot may sound like a made-in-Hollywood romance, it's a true story: Anne,
St. Louis woman — debutante, college-educated and European traveler -- goes West and
marries Wyoming man, Boyd — cowboy, bear hunter and son of pioneer outlaw.

At the turn of the century, while Boyd’s dad synchronized the getaway
horses for ButchCassidy and the Sundance Kid's gang, Anne’s father
presided over a prosperous family business and built his stately home
in a posh St. Louis suburb. Anne’s privileged origins and Boyd'’s rustic
Wyoming boyhood each had their cycles of humor, hardship and
tragedy which continued through their marriage.

Some said this union made in the warm glow of a Teton summer would
not last but it did. Their story of privileged city girl-meets-rough-edged
cowboy is told by Anne Charter with help from oral history left by Boyd
before he died in 1978.

After World War Two, they move from scenic Jackson Hole to a remote, windblown
Montana ranch to raise cattle, horses, children, and, as it turned out, a little hell.

Boyd and Anne Charter were founding members of the Northern Plains Resource Coundil.
They united with neighbors to resist the corporations hungry to strip-mine the coal beneath
their beloved Bull Mountain ranches.

Boyd and Anne’s struggles with the land, animals, weather, wildfires, politiciansand each
other make for a uniquely American chronicle. Their story demolishes the myth that 20th
Century Western ranch families were happily insulated from the complexities of the modern
world. Their hard-learned observations should serve well to inform succeeding generations.

Purchase Information

$15.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling from Western Organization of Resource Councils
(800/729-3540). Also available from Thomas Books 209 North 29th Street, Billings,
Montana 59101 (406/245-6754) and Hastings 1603 Grand Avenue, Billings, Montana
59102 (406/259-2111) . Discount for multiple copies. MasterCard and Visa accepted
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