FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday, June 18, 2004

Monsanto Pulls Applications for Genetically Modified Wheat
WORC urges state policies on new genetically modified crops Responsible decision
avoids disaster for wheat farmers

BILLINGS, MONT. — Monsanto’s withdrawal of applications for approval of
genetically modified wheat gives state lawmakers an opportunity to develop policies on
new genetically modified crops before they hit crisis stage, the Western Organization of
Resource Councils (WORC) said today.

Monsanto has withdrawn all submissions it had made for regulatory approval of Roundup
Ready wheat, except to the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the company said today.
Last month, Monsanto announced it was deferring research and development of
genetically modified wheat indefinitely.

“We applaud Monsanto for this responsible decision,” said Wayne Fisher, a wheat
grower from Dickinson, N.D., and WORC spokesperson. “Monsanto has honored our
wishes as well as those of grain buyers and foreign consumers. Failure to do so would
have meant a disaster for wheat farmers. This gives our state legislatures the space they
need to craft laws to deal with new genetically modified crops before they hit crisis
stage.”

A WORC report on the market risk of genetically modified wheat indicated that
European and Asian grain buyers would refuse to buy any spring or durum wheat from
states or regions growing genetically modified wheat. As a result, the price of spring
wheat would decline by at least one-third if genetically modified wheat was introduced
commercially within the next two to six years, according to the report released in
October.

Fisher said WORC will continue to monitor Monsanto and other biotech companies
developing genetically modified wheat.



