
The Honorable Gale Norton 
Secretary  
Department of the Interior 
1849 C St. NW 
Washington, DC 20240  

October 10, 2002 

Dear Secretary Norton, 

On August 7th, 2002, seventy environmental, conservation, taxpayer and community 
groups gave a letter to Tom Fulton, Chair of the Interior Department's task force on 
bonding, requesting that the task force meet with relevant local and regional stakeholders 
before making any recommendations on the critical issue of financial provisions for 
environmental cleanups. We have received no reply to our request, nor has the taskforce 
contacted any of our organizations to set up consultations. We were extremely 
disappointed that the task force would choose not to fill our good-faith request to take 
part in your "four C's initiative of consultation, cooperation and communication in the 
name of conservation." Given that fact, we ask that you reconsider our original request to 
have additional meetings with affected citizens, communities and public interest groups. 
If the task force does not hold such meetings, we urge you to return any 
recommendations from the task force with instructions to engage in a more complete 
consultative process. Anything less would be a direct violation of the "four C's" process.  

The issue that the task force is considering -- bonding of hardrock, coal, oil and gas 
operations -- does not just affect the surety industry and the extractive industries. Rather, 
the most serious effects of the issue are on the local communities who are often left with 
a legacy of pollution when a mine or oil site is inadequately bonded or when a company 
goes bankrupt or otherwise fails to live up to its cleanup obligations. Pollution problems 
from hardrock and coal mines and oil and gas wells range from scarred landscapes to 
waters polluted with toxic chemicals to acidic runoff that kills fish and lasts for 
generations. These industries' poor track record of cleanup -- at the expense of taxpayers, 
the environment and the health of nearby communities -- warrants the fullest possible 
consultation with public interest groups that have worked on and lived with those issues.  

The issue of ensuring that mining and oil and gas extraction industries pay for 
environmental cleanups is too critical and will affect too many citizens around the 
country for the task force to arbitrarily limit input from environmental, taxpayer and 
community groups. A single meeting with public interest groups far into the process is 
not sufficient to represent the intricate local and regional issues involved in creating 
adequate financial assurances for these three very different industries. Absent informed 
public involvement, any recommendations that the task force produces will be 
meaningless.  

Because of regional variances and differences in governing legislation, to be credible, the 
task force should hold meetings with interested environmental and community groups 



working on coal, oil and gas, and hard rock minerals. These meetings should be held in 
different regions of the country to accommodate local concerns. The task force should 
hold these meetings at a time and in a manner that facilitates the participation of citizens 
and citizen groups, and other interested parties. We urge you to direct the task force to 
hold as many meetings as necessary to give public interest groups the opportunity to fully 
inform the task force and ensure that the process has achieved at least a balance of input 
between industry and public interest groups.  

In order for the Interior Department task force on bonding to correctly do its job, and to 
achieve a balanced approach to this critical issue, it must meet with all stakeholders 
involved. In light of your expressed desire to engage in a consultation process with all 
those affected by your department's decisions, we urge you to stop the current one-sided 
process, and to direct the task force to reconsider our original request to consult with 
affected communities, local groups, and representatives from the environmental and 
taxpayer communities and incorporate their views into the task force's recommendations. 
Otherwise, we urge you to ignore the task force's recommendations until a more complete 
consultation occurs and is reflected in those recommendations. This process would be the 
only way to ensure compliance with the "four C's" initiative. Thank you for your 
consideration of our request. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Randy Virgin, 
Executive Director 
Alaska Ceneter for the Environment 
Anchorage, Alaska  

Tom Atkinson, 
Executive Director 
Alaska Conservation Voters 
Alaska Conservation Alliance 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Steve Conn 
Executive Director 
Alaska Public Interest Research Group  
Anchorage, Alaska 

Brian Sheilds, 
Executive Director 
Amigos Bravos 
Taos, New Mexico 



Marguerite Jones 
Austin Safe Pipeline Coalition 
Austin, Texas 

Erik Molvar 
Biodiversity Conservation Alliance  
Laramie, WY 

Linn and Tweeti Blancett 
Blancett Ranches 
Aztec, New Mexico 

Lynne K. Stone 
Director  
Boulder White Clouds Council 
Ketchum, Idaho 

Bill Clymer 
President 
Citizens for Victor 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 

Tracy Stone-Manning 
Executive Director 
Clark Fork Coalition  
Missoula, Montana 

Elise Jones 
Executive Director  
Colorado Environmental Coalition  
Denver, CO  

 
Matt Baker 
Executive Director 
Colorado Public Interest Research Group 
Denver, Colorado 

Bob Shalveson 
Executive Director 
Cook Inlet Keeper 
Homer, Alaska 

Bernard Reilly 
President 



Dickenson County Citizens Committee 
Clinchco, Virginia 

Gershon Cohen, Ph.D, 
Project Director 
Campaign to Safeguard America's Water 
Earth Island Institute 
Haines, Alaska 

Gene Sentz  
Friends of the Rocky Mountain Front  
Choteau, Montana 

Harry Browne 
Director 
Gila Resources Information Project 
Silver City, New Mexico 

Tom Myers 
Director 
Great Basin Mine Watch 
Reno, Nevada 
Mel Frost 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
Bozeman, Montana 

Sandy Shea 
Public Lands Director 
High Country Citizens Alliance 
Crested Butte, Colorado 

Justin Hayes 
Program Director 
Idaho Conservation League 
Boise, Idaho 

Dave Blouin 
Coordinator 
Mining Impact Coalition of Wisconsin 
Madison, Wisconsin 

 
Jim Jensen 
Montana Environmental Information Center 
Helena, Montana 



Mara C. Bacsujlaky 
Assistant Director 
Northern Alaska Environmental Center 
Fairbanks, Alaska 

Dan Tiegen 
Chair 
Northern Plains Resource Council 
Billings, Montana 

Vivian Stockman 
Outreach Coordinator 
Ohio Valley Environmental Coalition 
Huntington, West Virginia 

Gwen Lachelt 
Executive Director 
Oil & Gas Accountability Project  
Durango, Colorado 

David Kliegman 
Executive Director 
Okanogan Highlands Alliance 
Tonasket, Washington 

Kurt J. Weist 
Senior Attorney 
PennFuture 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 

Nancy Sorenson 
Chairperson 
Powder River Basin Resource Council 
Sheridan, Wyoming 

Mary C. Mitchell 
Executive Director 
Rock Creek Alliance 
Sandpoint, ID 

 
Mark Pearson 
Executive Director 
San Juan Citizens Alliance 
Durango, Colorado  



Jack Scott 
San Juan Citizens Alliance South 
Aztec, New Mexico 

Wynona S. Coleman 
Chair of the Mining Committee 
Sierra Club Pennsylvania Chapter 
West Brownsville, Pennsylvania 

Glenn Miller 
Co-Chair of the Mining Committee 
Sierra Club Toiyabe Chapter 
Reno, Nevada 
Gary W. Danielson 
Executive Director 
Sierra Land Use Group, UNA/NGO 
Jamestown, California 

Shoren Brown 
Water Quality and Mining Organizer 
Southeast Alaska Conservation Council 
Juneau, Alaska 

Gloria Flora 
Executive Director 
Sustainable Obtainable Solutions 
Helena, Montana  

Chris Wood 
Conservation Director 
Watershed Programs and Public Lands 
Trout Unlimited 

Terrence Kardong 
Chairperson, Energy Campaign Team 
Western Organization of Resource Councils 
Billings, Montana 

Tom Darin 
Staff Attorney 
Wyoming Outdoor Council 
Lander, Wyoming  

cc: Rebecca Watson, Kathleen Clarke, Tom Fulton, R. M. "Johnnie" Burton, Jeffrey 
Jarrett 


