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                                Grassroots Leadership in Action                                Learn More 
                            

                            
                                Western Organization of Resource Councils is a regional network of grassroots community organizations that include 18,435 members and 37 local chapters. We ensure that rural voices are heard in decisions that affect the West, resulting in vibrant communities and rural vitality.                            

                        

                    

                                    
                    	
                            
                                Subscribe to WORC’s Newsletter!                                Learn More 
                            

                            
                                Receive monthly updates on western grassroots organizing and stories about the people making the West a better place to live, work, and raise a family.                            

                        

                    

                        



  
  	
        
            
              
              
                

    
  			
          
          
        
	    Grassroots Community Organizing in Western States    Check in on the latest Worc News  
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                                Final OSMRE Rule Restores Important Citizen Complaint Process for Coal Mines

                                Above: an “orange cloud,” toxic gasses sometimes created when blasting overburden in coal strip mines, drifts on the breeze, endangering communities downwind. WORC members living near coal mines applaud a decision by the Office of Surface Mining to again allow coalfield residents to prompt inspections and enforcement when coal mines violate the law. On April 4, 2024, the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE) released a finalized Ten…
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                            USDA’s Phase 2 update to the Packers and Stockyards Act is good news for family farmers and ranchers looking for fair markets

                            USDA’s newest P&SA update is a solid step towards reigning in discriminatory, retaliatory, and deceptive behavior by transnational meatpackers. Now, packers are lobbying Congress to get the rules defanged. On…

                            Read More 
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                            Looking back at WORC’s impacts in 2023

                            While we're a little behind in getting this out, we couldn't be more proud of the work we accomplished in 2023! The Western Organization of Resource Councils made remarkable strides…
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Check out our member groups!
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                                    	Reclaiming Oil and Gas Wells and Addressing Climate Impacts: State Policy Recommendations

                                        Unplugged oil and gas wells pose a significant threat to our climate, as well as having negative impacts on water, air, and public health and…
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                                    	Coal Mine Cleanup Works

                                        The collapse of the coal industry is devastating small communities across the Western United States, but reclaiming these mined lands quickly could create up to…

                                        Read More 
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                                    	State and Federal Oil and Gas Bonding Policy Comparison

                                        In the midst of historically low oil prices and plummeting demand, inadequate federal and state reclamation bonding requirements make it easier for deeply indebted oil…
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