NATURAL GAS CRISIS: MYTHS & FACTS

MYTH: Natural gas leases on public lands in
the Rockies are highly restrictive and prevent
the gas industry from developing gas
resources in a timely fashion.

MYTH: Streamlining environmental reviews
and increasing access to federal natural gas
resources on public lands in the Rockies will
increase gas supplies and lower prices for
consumers.

FACT: About 25 percent of natural gas leases
on public lands in the Rockies contain
seasonal lease stipulations to protect wildlife,
but the Bureau of Land Management usually
grants exceptions to these stipulations at the
industry’s request]

FACT: Streamlining environmental reviews
and increasing access to federal natural gas
resources on public lands in the Rockies
would increase supplies by less than one
percent, provide no immediate price relief,
and save the average U.S. household about $5
a year by 2020.f]

MYTH: By drilling more gas wells, we can
increase our supply of natural gas and
improve energy security.
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FACT: The gas industry has drilled more than
50,000 new gas wells in the U.S. in the past
four years, but gas price volatility has
continued fl
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7 Tegi mony of Alliance to Save Energy Co-President Mark Hopkins, NPC Natural Gas Summit, Washington, DC, June 26, 2003
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