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The Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) 1s a trade agreement currently under negotiation that expands the
failed model of free trade developed m the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to every country in
North America, South America and the Caribbean except Cuba. NAFTA was the first of a new breed of mternational
agreements that went beyond dismantling tarifls and other traditional trade barriers to enacting new and sweeping
protections for multinational corporations and mvestors.

NAFTA's promoters promised U.S. farmers and ranchers that the agreement would provide access to new export
markets and raise farm mcomes. Instead, farm mcome has declined, consumer prices have risen and some giant
agribusmesses have reaped huge profits smce NAFTA's passage. The FTAA promises more of the same.

NAFTA, FTAA, and U.S. Agriculture

The United States, Canada and Mexico entered
mto NAFTA in January 1994. NAFTA’s export-
oriented model keeps commodity prices low with the
aim of mcreasing the U.S. share of export markets. The
result, however, has been a loss of U.S. market share for
major grains and a flooding of domestic markets with
cheap, imported commodities. Farmers’ incomes have
been slashed. In the first five years of NAFTA, the
prices U.S. farmers received declined 42% for wheat,
33% for corn and 34% for soybeans.

The FTAA will spread this model, which allows
multinational corporations to search the Western
Henusphere for a cheap livestock feed supply and a
labor force they can exploit, to 31 more countries. This
will also allow mcreased control of commodity markets
and our food system. The main commodities grown n
the Northern Great Plams and Rocky Mountain West,
like wheat, corn, soybeans and beef, are also grown n
many Central and South American countries, but they
are grown there at a lower cost of production.

The U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) estimates
that average family of four would see an mcome gain of
$814 per year under the FTAA, but how would the
mcome of agricultural fanulies increase while competing
with lower cost producers for the same concentrated
market?

Corporate Profits and the FTAA

The FTAA would also expand NAFTA’s “Chapter
11” provision which grants multinational corporations
special rights to sue governments when public interest
protections hinder corporate profits. This language
erodes the ability of national, state and local governments
to protect the public interest. Already cases have been
brought against local laws through NAFTA. Buy
American laws, local zoning statutes, antitrust laws and
many other important protections are at risk.
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Corporate Influence and the FTAA

Like many other trade negotiations, public input into the
FTAA negotiating process 1s severely restricted, while participation
of giant corporations 1s encouraged. In shapimg U.S. trade policy,
the USTR set up 33 advisory commuttees with about 1000
members. Most of those members represent corporate mterests.
Phillip Morris staff heads the committee on consumer products.
Enron, which pushed for worldwide deregulation before 1t
collapsed, led the services committee. Well-known corporate
agriculture giants such as the American Meat Institute, Monsanto
Company and ConAgra Foods Inc. are members of the
Agricultural Policy Advisory Commuttee for Trade.

Although there are a few public mterest seats on some
committees, these participants are legally prohibited from telling
anyone outside their committee about information they receive,
making wider public participation impossible.

In addition, once FT'AA negotiations are completed, the
president will use the fast track rules to push the agreement
through Congress with limited time available for debate, no
opportunity for amendments, and no real accountability by our
elected representatives in Congress.

What You Can Do

In November 2003, FTAA negotiators will meet in Miami,
Florida to continue their negotiations. The USTR’s stated goal 1s to
complete negotiations by January 2005 and gain Congressional
approval by December 2005.

It 1s vital that we stop the mustakes of NAFTA from multiplying to
the entire Western Hemisphere. By working together, we can ensure
trade that 1s fair for farmers, ranchers, consumers and the
environment.

+ Call your Congressmen and tell them not to expand the mistakes
of NAFTA —They must work to stop the FTAA.

+ Wrte a letter to the editor in opposition to FTAA

+  Participate i local actions educating the public about the
devastation FTAA would create, and sharing your community’s
concerns over this trade agreement.

*  Goto WORC’s Trade web site (www.worc.org/issues/
fairtrade.html) and vote YES to healthy communities and a fair
economy and NO to FTAA
For more information on how you can play a role in stopping

FTAA and ensure fair trade policy, log on to the WORC web site at

WWW.WOIC.OTg.

WORC:

Billings Office

2401 Montana Ave., #301
Billings, MT 59101
billings@worc.org

WWW.WOIC.org

Washington, D.C. Office
110 Maryland Ave., NE, #307
‘Washington, DC 20002

dc@worc.org

Montrose, CO Office
60584 Horizon Drive
Montrose, CO 81401
montrose @worc.org

Lemmon, SD Office
2307 5th Ave NE
Lemmon, SD 57638

jerilynn@worc.org

WORC Member Groups:

(406)252-9672
(406)252-1092 FAX

(202)547-7040
(202)543-0978 FAX

(970)323-6849
(970)323-8840 FAX

(701)376-7077
(701)376-7077 FAX

DAKOTA RESOURCE COUNCIL

PO Box 1095
Dickinson, ND 58601
drc@dickinson.ctctel.com
www.drcinfo.com

DAKOTA RURAL ACTION
PO Box 549

Brookings, SD 57006
action@dakotarural.org

IDAHO RURAL COUNCIL
PO Box 118

Bliss, ID 83314
irc@idahoruralcouncil.org
www.idahoruralcouncil.org

(701)483-2851
(701)483-2854 FAX

(605)697-5204
(605)697-6230 FAX

(208)

352-4477
(208)352

-4645 FAX

NORTHERN PLAINS RESOURCE COUNCIL

2401 Montana Ave., #200
Billings, MT 59101
info@northernplains.org
www.northernplains.org

OREGON RURALACTION

PO Box 1231

105 Fir Street, #208
La Grande, OR 97850
jsd@oraction.org
www.oraction.org

POWDER RIVER BASIN
RESOURCE COUNCIL
23 North Scott, #19
Sheridan, WY 82801

resources@powderriverbasin.org

www.powderriverbasin.org

(406)248-1154
(406)248-2110 FAX

(541)975-2411
(641)975-1844 FAX

(307)672-5809
(307)672-5800 FAX

WESTERN COLORADO CONGRESS

PO Box 472
Montrose, CO 81402
info@wccongress.org
WWW.WCCONZIEss.oIg

(970)249-1978
(970)249-1983 FAX
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